SEPTEMBER

2021 | ISSUE 7

STUDENT SUPPORT
DEPARTMENT

9/06/21

Labor Day- No School

9/20-9/22

NWEA Map Assessment

We hope that you and your family had
a restful summer, but we are so
excited for the start of another school
year. As we are entering our 3rd year
as a school, we are excited to launch
our art program and expand our
social-emotional learning and martial
arts curriculum. Be sure to continue
to read our monthly newsletter to
learn “what’s happening” at school,
birthday shout-outs, and tips to
support your student’s learning at
home. We are looking forward to a
great school year!
-Ms. Williams

SEVEN BACK TO SCHOOL TIPS
1. Prepare early. Talk about returning to school as soon as possible. Be enthusiastic and
share memories.
2. Get into the school routine before the first day. Help your child get into a regular
sleeping pattern.
3. Gather documentation. Make a copy of your child's IEP for the teacher and write a brief
letter introducing your child.
4. Write down all names, phone numbers, and email addresses of your child's teachers,
therapy providers, counselors, the parent coordinator, and anyone else.
5. Learn the school rules. Is there a dress code? How do you report absences?
6. Mark important dates on a calendar, such as a school orientation, parent-teacher
conferences, testing days, and days off.
7. Plan for childcare. Will you need an alternative drop-off for busing? Who will take care
of your child during a sick day or snow day?

My name is Ms. Williams, and I have years of experience
advocating with families of students in special education,
ensuring that they receive the proper supports and
accommodations to be academically successful within public
charter schools. I started my career as a K-2 teacher in Camden,
New Jersey, but now serve as the Dean of Student Support, where
I oversee the special education and electives departments. In
addition to my work at Ivy Hill, I also serve as an adjunct
consultant and advisor to teachers seeking special education
certification at the Relay Graduate School of Education. I am
originally from Hillside, New Jersey, and earned my Master of
Teaching degree from the Relay Graduate School of Education
and B.A. from American University, where I joined Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. I currently hold my general education certification in grades K-6 in New Jersey and
New York and my special education certification in New York. Please do not hesitate to contact me
(dwilliams@ivyhillprep.org) to assist you with the following:
Your Child’s IEP or Special Education Program
Related Services (Speech, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Paraprofessionals, Counseling)
Electives (Dance, Martial Arts, Art, Social-Emotional Learning)
Referrals for Special Education
Assistance and Resources for Your Family

I am Ms. Davis, your scholar’s dance teacher in the Juilliard
School of Dance. I am excited to make your scholars’ year an
exciting & memorable one. Please read below for more about the
Juilliard School of Dance.
What is Juilliard Dance?
Juilliard is a weekly movement class that will focus on the
introduction of movement, basic techniques and performance. I
encourage you to ask your scholar what they have learned and
to increase their exposure to dance and other performing arts.
Movement is important to the learning process of young
children. Inquisitive and active, they are quick to absorb
information through their senses, and eager to engage in
physical explorations. Dance gives them an avenue for creatively expressing feelings and imagination.
Structured dance experiences help them to develop various physical,social,cognitive,aesthetic and
metacognitive skills.
I am very excited to embark on this journey with you and look forward to working with each of you
throughout the school year!

I am honored to support your scholar this school year. The Special
Education Department at Ivy Hill Prep is passionate and
committed to meeting each student where they are while in the
least restrictive environment. We strive to provide students with a
rigorous, structured, and joyful education so that each student is
able to reach their fullest potential. I cannot wait to see what this
year has in store for us. Here’s some information about me:
My name is Melissa Smith. I was born and raised in Brooklyn;
however, my family is from Trinidad. I received my Bachelor’s
Degree and Master’s Degree in Education from Brooklyn College. I
have two energetic and outgoing daughters (9 months and 8 years)
that keep me busy. I enjoy spending time with my family whether
that’s at home watching a movie or at the park. During my free time, some of my hobbies are reading,
listening to music, and watching documentaries.
Please feel free to call, text me, or email me regarding any questions or concerns. One of the most
important factors in your scholar’s success will be the relationship we build together this year. As Helen
Keller eloquently stated “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much”. Thank you for entrusting
me with your child as we help them reach their fullest potential.

My title is Kyoshi. I hold a 7th degree black belt in Kuroshi-do. I
also have various training in other arts. I have been teaching
Martial arts for over 20 years and been studying for over 30. In
those thirty years I have developed my own expression of the
arts I have learned. I express it as Nyendo Arts. Nyendo means
movement in Swahili. I am excited to bring my services to the
Ivy Hill Prep families, scholars, and faculty.
All scholar warriors will study the following this year:
Self- restraint, discipline, Respect, character development
Key words in Japanese and Swahili
Elements from Boxing, Judo, Jujitsu, Aki -Jujitsu, and Karate
Free movement and how it relates to their bodies.
Aspects of self-defense.
How to tie their belts and fold their uniform.

At the end of the semester the students that are ready will be tested for belt progression. I look forward
to making your young warriors’ year, an educational and enlightening one. I believe it is important for
everyone to understand the cultural aspects of Martial Arts. It is important that we make the journey
together. If ever you have any questions, or concerns I can be reached at: 347-735-6683.
Jburrell@ivyhillprep.org

My name is Shantel Thompson, and I am delighted to be a
founding Elementary School Social Worker at Ivy Hill Prep.
The past year and a half have been an adjustment for all of us.
Now more than ever, your child needs social relationships.
I look forward to becoming a part of your family and, most
importantly, meeting your child!
My responsibilities include:
• Individual and small group counseling.
• Behavior intervention planning.
• Classroom instruction.
• Providing community resources.
I have been an Elementary Counselor for four years. I graduated from Francis Marion University. I
am passionate about working with children. I sincerely believe EVERY child should feel seen, heard,
and loved. Schools are more than institutions where children go to learn. They are the heart of the
community. I am grateful to share this journey with you, and I look forward to meeting you soon.

Happy Birthday to all of our special friends who are celebrating a birthday in
September. Hooray!!!

Addyson- 9/1

Alyexis-9/06

Camryn- 9/15

Nyomi- 9/17

Connor- 9/19

Khloemonroe- 9/24

Ryan- 9/08

Zayliah- 9/09

Nyema- 9/17

Gerald- 9/18

Sariya- 9/19

Elijah- 9/26

Neremiah- 9/28

Ethan- 9/24

Tamiya- 9/11

Camera Shy
Gigi 9/2
Stephan-9/29
Nya- 9/29

Nyla- 9/30

